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General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, March 20, 7:30 p.m.
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Parish Hall
6201 Washington Blvd.
Priority Issues in VA’s 8th Congressional
District
Noah Simon, District Director
Office of Congressman Don Beyer
Refrehments provided

Spring Community Meeting
A full agenda awaits at the civic association’s spring
meeting. Mr. Simon from Representative Don Beyer’s
office will highlight the core matters that the
congressman is focused on in his representation of his
Northern Virginia constituents.
A Q and A period will follow his presentation.
The civic association will also be voting on a couple
of proposed by-laws changes sought by some local
residents. If time allows, we will review the progress to
date in design of the new Reed School and the design’s
likely impact both on the open space on the Reed
property and on the traffic patterns in the area. Come and
participate and keep your neighborhood strong!

March 2018

Federal Matters of Interest
To Northern Virginia
Congressman Don Beyer (Dem.) has represented the
residents of Virginia’s 8th
Congressional district since 2015.
His district encompasses Arlington
County, the cities of Alexandria and
Falls Church, and portions of Fairfax
County. Congressman Beyer’s
priorities include transportation and
Metro, combating global warming,
immigration reform, sensible gun
legislation and airplane noise in Arlington.
However, a member of Congress undertak es other
duties as well. His staff provides a wide range of
constituent services to people in his district. Mr. Simon
will outline how local residents can access constituent
services to include veteran benefits, IRS refunds, social
security assistance and immigration help.
If you are having trouble in dealing with some arm of
the federal bureaucracy, come and state your case
succinctly. Mr. Simon may be able to clarify who on the
Congressman’s staff is the go-to person to provide
guidance on how to address your federal problem.

Proposed By-Laws Changes
Dissatisfaction expressed by several residents at the
civic assocation’s meeting last October has led to some
proposed changes in the Leeway Overlee by-laws.
Last June at the association’s summer meeting, an
issue discussed and voted upon dealt with a use permit
proposal filed by The Little Ambassadors’ Academy
(LAA) to establish a childcare program in the
commercial property on the northwest corner of Lee
Highway at N. Lexington Street. The issue was outlined
in the June issue of The Leeway Overlee Leader, which
was distributed throughout the neighborhood area.
See Proposed By-Laws Changes..., page 3

Nominating Committee Seeks Officer Candidates
Jennifer Nardacci and Cathy Mercil will serve as this
year’s Nominating Committee to recommend individuals
to serve as Leeway Overlee Civic Association officers
and to fill other key positions. If you are new to the
community—or a long-time resident—and interested in
maintaining the quality of life in our neighborhood,
consider serving.
The election of officers will be held at the May/June
meeting of the association. A list of officer positions is
on this page of the newsletter. At that meeting the
community will also select its representatives to the
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee and
delegates to the Arlington County Civic Federation. If
interested in any of these positions, please contact Jenny
(703-237-1143) or Cathy (703-534-9730).
Nominations may also be made from the floor.
Sunday Mornings — N. McKinley Rd. at Washington Blvd.

leeway overlee civic
association
Officers
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Kim Klingler
703-489-7408
email: president@lewayoverlee.org
Stuart Nagurka
703-538-3808
Ladd Connell
703-241-2422
Jennifer Michener
703-533-0754

Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee
Representative:
Alternate:

Rob Swennes
Jennifer Michener

703-532-6101
703-533-0754

Arlington County Civic Federation
Delegates:
Alternates:

Kim Klingler, Stu Nagurka, Jerry Auten,
Marcella Maamari
Joan Porte, Jon Desenberg, Julie Pandya,
John Perry

The Leeway Overlee Leader is edited by Rob and Kathee
Swennes (703-532-6101); distribution coordinators are
Jennifer Nardacci (703-237-1143), Amy Appelbaum (703-2418446), and Carolyn Connell (703-241-2422). The association
webmaster is Greg Rusk. Articles and other news items can
be mailed to the editors (6101 N. 22nd St. 22205) or sent by
email (khswennes@gmail.com).

Find Leeway Overlee on Facebook!
From field to table in 125 miles or less!
www.westoverfarmersmarket.org

Over the years, our communication
methods have grown and changed. Today,
we continue to maintain our: quarterly
meetings, paper newsletter, website, electronic newsletter, announcement listserv,
discussion listserv, and now our Facebook
group. To request permission to join our
group, please go to Facebook and search for
"Leeway Overlee Civic Association". As we continue to grow
and change, our communication methods will also evolve. If
you have any questions, concerns, or recommendations, please
contact Kim Klingler via email at:
ContactKimK@gmail.com.

Pay Your Dues
with
Pay Pal
For your convenience, Leeway Overlee dues may
now be paid online via PayPal. Please visit our
website http://www.leewayoverlee.org/ and click
on the "Pay Now" button under the header.
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Proposed By-Law Changes….from page 1
Those who attended the meeting on June 29th heard from the executive director of LAA and ultimately voted
unanimously to support the use permit proposal.
After the meeting it became evident that some residents near the property in question had serious concerns regarding the
proposal, especially as regards parking and possible traffic impacts. The letter sent in to the County Board following the
meeting and providing the association’s support for the use permit request mentioned these local area residents and their
concerns. The County Board subsequently approved the proposed childcare facility. Execution of the use permit has been
held up due to a lawsuit filed by one or more neighbors.
Some say that they never received the June 2017 issue of The Leeway Overlee Leader. The association goes to great
lengths to ensure that volunteers are assigned to deliver the quarterly newsletter to all residences within the association’s
boundaries. But this incident has driven home the fact that proposed local use permits and proposed zoning variance
requests can have a significant impact on nearby residents. Those living or owning property in Leeway Overlee brush off
or otherwise ignore notices of these proposals at their own risk.
The two proposed by-laws amendments would strengthen the association’s ability to help notify affected residents when
the association learns from the County of proposed local use permit and variance filings. The civic association’s current
by-laws are available on the association’s website (http://www.leewayoverlee.org/) under the Other Documents section.
You will need to access them to understand the “context” of the amendments below.
The vote at the meeting will be to either approve or not approve the amendments as stated. No changes to the
amendments are permitted. If approved at this meeting, the amendments will not go into effect unless also approved at our
next general meeting, which will be in either May or June.
Articles II and X are proposed to be amended as follows. All new language is italicized:
Article II. OBJECT
The object of the Association shall be to devise ways and means and to take action to promote the general welfare of the
Leeway Overlee community and its residents and of Arlington County in general. The Association and its activities shall be
strictly nonpartisan, nonsectarian, and nonpolitical. The Association shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that its actions
represent the expressed views and interests of its membership. Further, when membership expresses conflicting or
divergent interests, the Association’s statements shall reflect a fair and balanced summary of the interests.
ARTICLE X. LETTERS OF SUPPORT
Section 1. This Article applies to instances in which individuals or entities seek the support of the Association on a
project or matter that involves an application to Arlington County for a special exception use permit or for a zoning
variance affecting a property within the Association’s boundaries.
Section 2. It is important that local residents who may be impacted by the sought use permit or zoning variance be
notified by in advance regarding the applicant’s request. The Association will do its best to provide notice to local
residents through the Association’s periodic written newsletter and available social media. The means by which local
government is required by Virginia law to post notice to the public about use permit and zoning variance requests is
deemed inadequate to meet the needs of the community. Thus the Association expects that the individuals or entities
seeking the use permit or the variance request will take an active role in notifying those local residents potentially affected
by the proposed use permit or variance. The minimum area within which residents should be notified is within one block in
all directions from the property which is the subject of the use permit request. In the case of a zoning variance request the
minimum area for providing notice is all of the properties that lie next to the affected property. The notice must contain the
contact information for the civic association. Should the applicant fail to provide evidence of adequate notice to these
property owners, the Association may decline to provide any statement of support as regards the use permit request or
zoning variance.
Section 3. If at an Association general meeting a use permit or zoning variance matter is discussed and voted upon, the
decision made shall be provided to the relevant local officials in a manner that quantifies, to the extent possible, the number
of people supporting the motion and the number opposed. The reasoning of the various sides should be described to the
degree possible in order to give clarity to the action taken.
Articles X through XV of the current By-Laws shall be renumbered to read Articles XI through XVI.
Thanks to Chris Langello and Jack Grimaldi for their development of the initial draft of these by-laws changes.
The Leeway Overlee Leader
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LEEWAY OVERLEE CIVIC ASSOCIATION
2018 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Please complete this form and mail it with a check
for $5.00 per adult to Jennifer Michener, 5605 N.
23rd St., Arlington, VA 22205.
Make check payable to:
LEEWAY OVERLEE CIVIC ASSOCIATION
Check if you wish a receipt. Enclose a selfaddressed, stamped envelope.
Check if you are willing to help with the
distribution of THE LEEWAY OVERLEE
LEADER.
Name (s)
Address
Zip

Phone

Reed School Concept Design
Nears School Board Vote
Two local committees – one established by the School
Board and one by the County Board – have been working
hard to evaluate various concept plans for the new Reed
Elementary School on the edge of Westover. Their
recommendations have been sent to both of the elected
boards. The School Board is expected to hear public
comment on the several concept designs developed and
select a concept design during March. Both citizen
committees have recommended the “Integrated” design
to elected officials. All the surrounding civic
associations have recommended the same. However, this
unanimity does not guaranty that the Integrated concept
design will be the one selected. To review the design
schemes under consideration, go to https://
www.apsva.us/design-and-construction/new-elementaryschool-at-r3.62eed-building/ and click on the February
21 Joint BLPC/PFRC presentation. The PowerPoint
slides will reveal all. The designs will be formally
presented to the School Board on March 8. The School
Board’s design decision will be made on March 22.

E-mail address
Amount Enclosed $

Thanks for your support!

Reed School Integrated Design Concept (new
construction is darker portion of the building)

Needed!
Newsletter Distributors
The civic association is seeking additional volunteers to help deliver hard copies of The Leeway
Overlee Leader to area homes. To volunteer, call
Jennifer Nardacci (703-237-1143). Please lend a
hand and help keep the neighborhood informed on
matters key to our quality of life.
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